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Components of film originally examined: 


Feature: 

Gregory Dark's Living on the Edge 

Running time: 

83.30 

Trailers: 

Safe Sex Notice 

Running time: 

0.44 


FBI Warning Notice 


0.07 


Video Wholesalers Notice 


1.00 


Andrew Blake's Wet 


2.02 


Shameless Desire 


2.01 


Rudy (Valentino's Story) 


2.01 


Cafe Flesh 2 


1.19 


Ancient Secrets of the Karma Sutra 


2.01 


Show and Tell 


2.43 


Total Running time: 97.28 


Excision/Alteration: No. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 


... Please turn over 


tmp2C51 




Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 

• •••••••••••••••< 

• • 

Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording entitled Gregory Dark’s Living on the Edge is classified as: 
Objectionable. 

The primary reason for giving this classification is the contemptuous and misogynistic 
treatment of women that pervades the video recording. This treatment involves the 
systematic degrading, dehumanising and demeaning attitude and conduct towards the 
women in the video recording. This is initiated by a man dressed in black and 
continued by the men who have sex with the women. It is also apparent in the manner 
in which the sexual activity is presented. 

Disparaging comments and physical manipulation strip the women of control of the 
sexual activity and give some of the scenes a coercive tone. In these scenes the 
interaction between men and women is aggressive, with the men forcefully pushing 
and pulling the women into position. When the women express discomfort or resist, 
the men disregard the women and persist with the activity. The coercive tone is 
heightened by song lyrics about raping and killing women. 

The treatment of women combined with the presentation of them solely as a selection 
of sexual parts results in a highly degrading and dehumanising representation of 
women. Such a representation implies that women as a class are inherently inferior 
and as such are worthy of the treatment they receive at the hands of men. The video 
recording contains no factors that mitigate this representation of women. The 
representation is considered likely to be injurious to the public good because it is likely 
to reinforce negative attitudes towards women. 

The possibility that the video recording would be classified differently if excisions were 
made has been considered. However, owing to the pervasive nature of the degrading, 
dehumanising and demeaning elements and the lack of mitigating factors, excisions 
would make no significant difference to the overall effect of the video recording. 
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It has been determined that si4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act (NZBR Act) 
applies to this particular publication. However, by virtue of the way the video recording 
depicts sexual activity, this video recording is considered to be objectionable under s3 
of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classifications Act. The Classification Office 
considers this is a reasonable and demonstrably justified limit on s14, as outlined in s5 
of the NZBR Act. 
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